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A Brief Review to Set the Stage

Separation of Powers
Legislative Function:
Passing laws
Congress
Executive Function
Carrying out, executing, implementing laws
President
Judicial Function
Interpreting the laws
Supreme Court

Checks and Balances
The mixture of powers that permits the three branches to limit one another
A check is a control one branch has over another’s functions, creating a balance of powers

Each branch guards its own powers and exercises, in a limited way, powers from the other branches

Imperium in Imperio
The contradiction of federalism:
How can you have a state within a state?
How do you know who’s in charge? 

 States vs. National Government
Unitary Systems
Confederations
Federalism

But Remember:
The power originates in the citizens!

Three Types of Law:
Constitutional
Statutory
Statutes passed by the legislative body
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Other sources of Public Law
Agency Rules
Rule-making authority delegated by legislature
Executive Orders
Policy making authority delegated by the legislature
Common law/Judge made law
What do you think these words mean?
Political Science
Public Policy 
Action OR Inaction
Policy Analysis
Policy Evaluation
Policy Advocacy

Can you come up with an operational definition of Public Policy?

Contemplate These Questions
Why do we need public policy?
	Is it to shape public behavior?
Who decides which policies we need?
Who should decide?
When and how are these decisions made?
What happens after a policy is made?
Who is in charge of implementation and enforcement?
Does this have an impact on the original policy?

A brief word about fences:

G.K. Chesterton
In the matter of reforming things, as distinct from deforming them, there is one plain and simple principle; a principle which will probably be called a paradox. There exists in such a case a certain institution or law; let us say, for the sake of simplicity, a fence or gate erected across a road. The more modern type of reformer goes gaily up to it and says, "I don't see the use of this; let us clear it away." To which the more intelligent type of reformer will do well to answer: "If you don't see the use of it, I certainly won't let you clear it away. Go away and think. Then, when you can come back and tell me that you do see the use of it, I may allow you to destroy it." The Thing: Why I Am a Catholic, chap. 4 (1929). 








Your assignments :
For Thursday:
Read Chapter 1 in Dye – 

Be ready for a reading quiz!


Find an example of one of the following:
A “white paper”
A formal research paper 
An advocacy group’s position paper
An in depth news analysis 

Use any of the topics covered in chapters 4 -16.
This is a chance to do preliminary research! You’ll need a folder to store these items in for use with your research paper.

For Next Week:
Tuesday – Read Chapter 2


G.K. Chesterton’s Fence

In the matter of reforming things, as distinct from deforming them, there is one plain and simple principle; a principle which will probably be called a paradox. There exists in such a case a certain institution or law; let us say, for the sake of simplicity, a fence or gate erected across a road. The more modern type of reformer goes gaily up to it and says, "I don't see the use of this; let us clear it away." To which the more intelligent type of reformer will do well to answer: "If you don't see the use of it, I certainly won't let you clear it away. Go away and think. Then, when you can come back and tell me that you do see the use of it, I may allow you to destroy it." 
This paradox rests on the most elementary common sense. The gate or fence did not grow there. It was not set up by somnambulists who built it in their sleep. It is highly improbable that it was put there by escaped lunatics who were for some reason loose in the street. Some person had some reason for thinking it would be a good thing for somebody. And until we know what the reason was, we really cannot judge whether the reason was reasonable. It is extremely probable that we have overlooked some whole aspect of the question, if something set up by human beings like ourselves seems to be entirely meaningless and mysterious. There are reformers who get over this difficulty by assuming that all their fathers were fools; but if that be so, we can only say that folly appears to be a hereditary disease. But the truth is that nobody has any business to destroy a social institution until he has really seen it as an historical institution. If he knows how it arose, and what purposes it was supposed to serve, he may really be able to say that they were bad purposes, that they have since become bad purposes, or that they are purposes which are no longer served. But if he simply stares at the thing as a senseless monstrosity that has somehow sprung up in his path, it is he and not the traditionalist who is suffering from an illusion. 
The Thing: Why I Am a Catholic, chap. 4 (1929). 
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