POLS 304  Public Administration
Lecture 1 - Definitions

Defining the indefinable

WHAT IS PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION?.

A Necessary Evil?

Public Administration is what is necessary for the  enforcement of laws and regulations and the delivery of governmental goods and services.

Opus, from Bloom County

Show me the money

Public Administration is concerned with the management of public programs.

A million here, a million there, and soon you're talking real money. Senator Dempsey Barron (and many others)

Public Administration is the accomplishing side of government.

The English race... has long and successfully studied the art of curbing executive power, to the constant neglect of perfecting executive methods.

It has exercised much more concern with controlling than energizing government. It has been more concerned to render government just and moderate than to make it facile, well ordered and effective.
 

Woodrow Wilson

Public Administration is doing collectively that which cannot be done so well individually.

Abraham Lincoln

...The legitimate object of government... to do for a community of people, whatever they need to have done, but cannot do, at all, or cannot, so well do, for themselves - in their separate and individual spheres.

Look at the definitions in your textbook, pages 2 and 3.

Yea verily a multitude!

Let’s read through them.

Which one is your favorite? Why?

How many are there?

Why are there so many?

What does this imply about our field of study?

OK, so what is it?

An unreachable echelon?  Is it just the upper levels?

A job?  Are all governmental employees Public Administrators?

An academic field?

· Why I love our integrated curriculum.

An essay contest?  Writing skills are REQUIRED.

How about this – A mission field…

Colossians 3:23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 

What’s Cooler than Cool?

Ice Cold…

Is it cool to work for the Government?

Let’s look at the orthogonal lists

Maybe we can define it by what it isn’t.

Next Week:

Read the essay on page 6 by Woodrow Wilson (The Father of American Public Administration) . 

Read the “Bear” of a handout.

