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Simple Questions, No Simple Answers

Systems: Federal, Poli/Economic, Natural 

We Govern Within a Federal System

And it pays to know the players and the rules.

We Work Within a Political/Economic System

Who will eventually pay the costs?

We Live Within a Created Eco-System

And we are charged with caring for it.

A COST OF PRODUCTION

“All human activity produces waste.  Environmentalist, the mass media, politicians and bureaucrats portray pollution as a ‘moral evil’, but in fact, it is a cost of production.  We can no more ‘stop polluting’ than we can halt our natural body functions.  As soon as we come to understand that we cannot outlaw pollution and come to see pollution as a cost of human activity, we can begin to devise creative environmental policies.”  

Tom Dye p. 218

Who’s in Charge?

Environmentalism and Federalism

 States vs. National Government

Unitary Systems

Confederations

Federalism

But Remember:

The power originates in the citizens!

Federalism

Calls for political authority to be distributed between a central government and the government of the states.  (“Shared Power”)

Both the federal and state governments may act directly on the people

Each has some exclusive powers

Political authority is spread out to prevent power from being concentrated in any one group

Which all sounds like a really great plan, BUT…

Imperium in Imperio

The contradiction of federalism:

How can you have a state within a state?

How do you know who’s in charge? 

The Environmental Alphabet Soup 

Federal Agencies:

Department of the Interior 1825

Department of Agriculture 1889

Agriculture's US Forest Service 1905

Interior’s National Parks Service 1916

CCC – Civilian Conservation Corps 1933

EPA - The Environmental Protection Agency 1970

Not to mention HUD and DOT and the Corps of Engineers!

Federal Legislation:

1970 NEPA – National Environmental Policies Act – 

·  EIS – Environmental Impact Statements for Governmental Projects

1970 Clean Air Act 

· Set nationwide air quality standards

· SIP - State Implementation Plans

1972 Clean Water Act (Surface Water)

1974 Safe Drinking Water Act

1976 RCRA – Resource Conservation and Recovery

· Solid Waste

The Environmental Alphabet Soup

State Agencies

State Parks

Game and Fish

Environmental Regulation

Natural Resources

Agriculture

Not to mention Community Development, Commerce, Transportation, PSCs, etc.

The Environmental Alphabet Soup

Local Agencies

Planning and Zoning

Parks

Public Utilities 

Water

Power

Trash

Sprawling!

Special and Multi District Agencies

Water Management Districts

Conservation Districts

Waste Management

River Basins 

How do you deal with that many layers?

The sub-specialty of Environmental Law

The developing industry of Compliance Specialists

One Stop Permitting
Do Transboundaries Make You Fat?

Will there eventually be another layer of icing on the cake?

UN Protocols and International Treaties:

Montreal 1987

CFCs

Rio 1992

Global Climate Change Treaty

Kyoto 1997

Greenhouse gases

NOT ratified

Two More Important Set of Letters:

NIMBY

Not in MY backyard!

ANWR: Arctic National Wildlife Refuge

Conscious Choice, Man

Enlightened self-interest

Public Choice Theory: Policy as Collective Decision Making by Self Interested Individuals

“The economic study of non-market decision making.”

”All political actors… seek to maximize their personal benefits in politics as well as in the marketplace.” page 24

Public Choice Taxonomy

Linnaeus isn’t going to like this…

Buster Robertus Redneckius Giganticus Americanii   

Homo economicus

Self interested actor seeking to maximize personal benefits

Homo politicus

Public spirited actor seeking to maximize social welfare

Homo Public Choiceus

seeks to maximize their personal benefits in politics as well as in the marketplace.

Example – the social contract:    Individuals agree to obey laws and support government, in exchange for protection of their own lives, liberties and properties.

This Week’s Model

Public Choice Theory

Government must perform certain functions that the marketplace is unable to handle.

It must remedy certain “market failures.”

1) The need to provide “Public Goods” ex – common defense

2) The need to deal with “Externalities”

p. 24-25

Externality

When the activity of one individual , firm or local government imposes uncompensated costs on others.

Most common examples:

Air pollution

Water pollution

The government responds by regulating or by imposing penalties to compensate for societal costs. – p. 219

Cost/Benefit Ratio

What are the costs of regulation?

What is the value of the benefit of regulation?

And at what point on the curve is the point of “diminishing return”?
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FIGURE 10-1  Cost-Benefit Ratio in Environmental Protection Costs rise
exponentially as society tries to climinate the lasc measure of pollution,




Example: Water treatment 

Primary – sludge

Secondary  - 

organic waste removal

Tertiary – 

Chemical pollutants

2-3 times the cost!

Command and Control vs. the Market

Command and Control Model

The regulation of behavior through the enforcement of environmental standards

Market Based Model
The use of economic incentives and disincentives to produce desired environmental protection outcomes

Examples

Top Down works, but at what cost?

Is it better? 48% is pretty good…

Ask me – I’m from Birmingham!
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FIGURE 10-3  Comparison of Growth and Emissions Air pollution has decreased even
while the economy has grown, the population has grown, more miles are traveled, and more
energy is consumed.

sourcE: Environmental Protection Agency, “Six Common Air Pollutants,” wwwpa.gov




Cap and Trade can work, but at what cost?

1990 Amendments to the Clean Air Act

Acid Rain

Will it work for CO2?

European Exchange Article

All Things Bright and Beautiful,

Creatures great and small…

A REAL Zero Sum Game

No Simple Answers

Simple Questions:  What Do You Do With the Garbage? 

Burn it

Air pollution

Bury it

Groundwater contamination

Recycle it

Which requires energy

1/3 of waste stream is recyclable

I Need Energy, How Do I Get It?

Wood

Coal

Fossil Fuels

Nuclear

Renewable

Wind

Solar

Biofuels

Hydrogen

Are you supposed to be able to SEE air?

Motor Vehicles account for 60% of the total air pollutants.

So, I should drive an electric car, right?

Only if the tooth-fairy is bringing the electricity…

Genesis 1:

27 So God created man in his own image, 
       in the image of God he created him; 
       male and female he created them. 

 28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." 

 29 Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food." And it was so. 

 31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.

