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(Reuters) - President Barack Obama and Russian President Dmitry Medvedev sealed an agreement on Friday on a landmark nuclear arms reduction treaty.

BARACK OBAMA  |  RUSSIA
Here are details on the treaty, why it is important and the path to its ratification in the United States:

RESET IN RELATIONS

The new treaty is a successor to the 1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START), which expired in December. But perhaps more importantly, it is seen a major step to improving Russian-U.S. relations after years of tension that peaked following Russia's war with U.S.-supported Georgia in 2008.

Obama and Medvedev plan to sign the treaty on April 8 in Prague, where the U.S. president last year made a major speech outlining his vision for eventually ridding the world of nuclear weapons.

CUTS DEPLOYED WARHEADS

The new treaty reduces the numbers of deployed warheads from previously agreed levels, but still leaves Russia and the United States with enough nuclear weapons to easily assure their mutual annihilation.

* WARHEADS - Limits the number of operationally deployed nuclear warheads to 1,550, which is down nearly two-thirds from the original START treaty and is 30% lower than the deployed strategic warhead limit of the 2002 Moscow Treaty.

* LAUNCHERS - Limits to 800 the number of deployed and non-deployed inter-continental ballistic missile (ICBM) launchers, submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM) launchers, and heavy bombers equipped for nuclear armaments.

* MISSILES - Limits the number of ICBMs, SLBMs, and deployed heavy bombers equipped for nuclear armaments to 700.

RATIFICATION

The treaty still must be ratified by a two-thirds majority of the U.S. Senate. The Obama administration says it does not expect opposition because the treaty does not put limits on U.S. missile defense plans. Analysts believe opposition Republicans could seize upon the treaty's ratification process as a chance to brand Obama as soft on defense.
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Obama to Limit Potential Uses of Nuclear Weapons

Obama, in an interview Monday with the New York Times, said he would make an exception for "outliers like Iran and North Korea" in revamping the United States' nuclear strategy

President Obama, fresh off the announcement of agreement with Russia to reduce nuclear arms stockpiles, plans to unveil a nuclear weapons strategy Tuesday that will limit the United States' potential uses of such weapons -- even in self defense.

Obama, in an interview Monday with the New York Times, said he would make an exception for "outliers like Iran and North Korea" in revamping the United States' nuclear strategy.

With the new approach, Obama sees the United States leading by example in efforts to reduce the proliferation of nuclear weapons and eventually make them obsolete, the president told the Times, signaling a clear break with his predecessors on the issue.

Instead, threats could be dealt with by "a series of graded options," he said, combining old and new conventional weapons.

"I'm going to preserve all the tools that are necessary in order to make sure that the people are safe and secure," Obama told the Times.

The Obama administration plans to urge Russia to return to the bargaining table following Senate ratification of the new START arms reduction treaty, to be signed by Obama and Russian President Dmitry Medvedev in Prague on Thursday.

The White House hopes to overcome Russia's expressed reluctance to move beyond START, especially if it These so-called theater nuclear weapons play a key role in Russia's overall defense strategy and are regarded in Moscow as an important bargaining chip on security issues.

The timing of a planned U.S. push for new, broader arms talks with Russia is uncertain. But officials said the proposal would only come after U.S. and Russian legislative approval of the new START pact, which isn't expected until the end of this year.

The Russian parliament is almost certain to sign off on any deal negotiated by the Kremlin, but the U.S. Senate's ratification of the new START treaty is far from a sure thing.

Obama is hosting dozens of world leaders in a nuclear security summit in Washington next week.

One senior administration official told the Associated Press that the U.S. wants another round of talks between the White House and the Kremlin that would include so-called "non-deployed" nuclear weapons -- the thousands of warheads on both sides that are held in reserve and not ready for immediate use.The Associated Press contributed to this report.
