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Lecture 2

Influences and Definitions

“The only really new thing about public policy is the self-conscious study of it.”

Jay M.Shafritz

Philosophical Influences

Basic Forms of government and their “perversions”

Aristotle

Kingship (Monarchy)

Tyranny

Aristocracy 

Oligarchy

Polity (Democracy)

Well, actually, democracy – mob rule

Utilitarianism

Jeremy Bentham (oh, and John Stuart Mill)

“The greatest happiness for the greatest number”

Prime motivator – self interest (utility)

Government is NOT created by divine intervention

Bentham and William Wilberforce worked together on prison reform

Progressivism

Teddy Roosevelt

Woodrow Wilson

The inevitable, upward progress of mankind

Government is a tool to aid that progress along

Challenging the “spoils system”

Sharpening the “tool” of government:

Civil Service Reform

Voting Reforms

Initiative, Referendum, Recall

Direct Primary

City Managers

The Science of Public Administration

I’m Progressive; You’re Archaic

City Bosses

Tammany Hall

Settlement Houses

Hull House

Muckrakers

Teddy coins a term

put it “in the face of the middle class and politicians so that it can no longer be ignored” 

“I Can See for Miles and Miles and Miles and Miles, oh yeah…”

The Miles Doctrine – Where you stand depends on where you sit.

“Nothing is more important in determining the nature of a public policy study or proposal than its source or origin.” (Shafritz)

First rule of history…

Remember…

It all depends upon which side of the fence you are on!

So, let’s start with some common terms.  We’ll start at the very beginning…

“It’s  Very Good Place to Start”
Definitions

Public Policy

“Whatever governments choose to do or not to do.”

Regulate Behavior

Organize Bureaucracy

Distribute Benefits

Extract Taxes

And more…
My, How BIG You’ve Grown…

So What IS GDP?

Gross Domestic Product

The sum of all goods and services produced in a year.

Political Science
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The study of politics

“Who gets what, when, and how.” 

(Laswell)

“Who can do what to whom…”

(Lenin)

“Who gets what, when, and how, and WHY…” 

(Dr. Klein)

Dye is adamant: This isn’t just an institutional approach!

The Study of Public Policy 
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The description and explanation of the causes and consequences of government activity
Policy Analysis

Page 4

“Finding out what governments do, why they do it, and what difference, if any, it makes.”

Elements:

Description – What IS the current policy?

Causes – Why is the current policy what it is?  What is the causal factor (independent variable) for the policy choice?

Consequences – What difference does the current policy make?  This brings in evaluation.

Policy Evaluation  (A subset of Analysis)
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Learning about the consequences of Public Policy.

What difference does a policy really make?

Examining the impact of public policies on conditions in society.
Policy Advocacy
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“Prescribing the policies government ought to pursue”

Working to bring about changes in what government does.

Dye says this requires skills of :

Rhetoric

Persuasion

Organization

Activism 

Can you see the difference between Analysis and Advocacy?

Your Assignments for Today:

Find an example of one of the following:

A  “white paper”

A formal research paper 

An advocacy group’s position paper

An in depth news analysis 

Use any of the topics covered in chapters 4 -14.

This was a chance to do preliminary research!

So – what did you find?
Remember these Questions?
(Now might be a good time for some participation points…)

Why do we need public policy?


Is it to shape public behavior?

Who decides which policies we need?

Who should decide?

When and how are these decisions made?

What happens after a policy is made?

Who is in charge of implementation and enforcement?

Does this have an impact on the original policy?
Next Week:

Tuesday: Models

Chapter 2 (with Reading Quiz…)

Thursday: Papers and Research
