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Flower of the day:  Amaryllis

· What do Gardeners and Teachers have in common?

· A messy job and eternal optimism… 

Today’s Menu

· Groups and Pluralism

· The Players

· Who’s in Charge?

· Who’s Paying? 

· Equalization

· Other Options 

· NCLB

· School Choice

· Vouchers

· Home schooling

Our Nation At Risk 

· 1983

· National Commission on Educational Excellence 

· “If an unfriendly power had attempted to impose on America the mediocre educational performance that exists today, we might well have viewed it as an act of war.” 

MULTIPLE Pressures 

· Education Policy and the Group Struggle (Pluralism) 

Multiple Goals 

· Open Your Text

· Page 125

· Each one of you read one of the responsibilities of modern schools. 

Multiple Players 

· Parents and Citizens

· Local School Boards

· Professional Educators – 

· 3.7 million teachers

· Superintendents and Administrators

· State DOE’s and Federal ED

· Teacher’s Unions

· NEA http://www.nea.org/ 

· AFT – smaller, more “union-y”

· Voters and Taxpayers

· 25-35% turnout for School boards AND school bonds

Who’s in Charge?

· Education and Federalism

· ED the Fed 

· Created in 1979 by Carter (Campaign pledge to “Education Groups”

· Threatened with oblivion by Reagan

· Re-empowered via GW Bush via No Child Left Behind

· Embraced by Obama with Race to the Top

· http://www.ed.gov/blog/2010/01/race-to-the-top-41-applications-submitted-for-phase-1/ 

Federal Department of Education

· FFY 2008 - “ED currently administers a budget of $68.6 billion per year—$59.2 billion in discretionary appropriations and $9.4 billion in mandatory appropriations—and operates programs that touch on every area and level of education. The Department's elementary and secondary programs annually serve more than 14,000 school districts and approximately 56 million students attending some 97,000 public schools and 28,000 private schools. Department programs also provide grant, loan, and work-study assistance to about 11 million postsecondary students.” US Dept of Ed Website

· FFY 2010 - ED currently administers a budget of $63.7 billion in FY 2010 discretionary appropriations (including discretionary Pell Grant funding) and $96.8 billion in discretionary funding provided under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009—and operates programs that touch on every area and level of education. The Department's elementary and secondary programs annually serve nearly 14,000 school districts and approximately 56 million students attending some 99,000 public schools and 34,000 private schools. Department programs also provide grant, loan, and work-study assistance to more than 14 million postsecondary students. 

· Supplanting…

· 10.5% of K-12 spending IF you add ALL federal programs, including nutrition

State Boards

· http://arkansased.org/ 

· Article 14. 
· Education. 
· 1. Free school system. 
· Intelligence and virtue being the safeguards of liberty and the bulwark of a free and good government, the State shall ever maintain a general, suitable and efficient system of free public schools and shall adopt all suitable means to secure to the people the advantages and opportunities of education. The specific intention of this amendment is to authorize that in addition to existing constitutional or statutory provisions the General Assembly and/or public school districts may spend public funds for the education of persons over twenty-one (21) years of age and under six (6) years of age, as may be provided by law, and no other interpretation shall be given to it. 

· Q:  From where do we get our “right” to a public education?

· A: State Constitutions 

· Is it even a right?  Faubus said no.

Local School Districts

Dependent:

City

County

http://www.alsde.edu/html/countyinfo.asp?menu=none&footer=general&county=Jefferson1 

Independent:

http://www.searcyschools.org/ 

· How Many? http://www.census.gov/govs/cog/GovOrgTab03ss.html 
Makes Re-apportionment Look Logical… 

· http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/sdds/ed/index.asp?st=AL 

Money

· Who’s paying for it?

· Federal

· State

· Local

· Only about 10% is from Federal Funds!

http://ftp2.census.gov/govs/school/05f33pub.pdf page 9

Property Taxes

· Ad Valorem

· Based on a percentage of Value

· Tax Base

· The value of the properties being taxed

· Assessed value

· Tax Rate

· The standard multiplier

· Millage

· Mil = 1/1000 of a dollar

· ($1 per $1000 value)

· $1,200,000 home

· $240,000 assessed value

· Millage rate of $40/$1000

· $9600 revenue
· $120,000 home

· $24,000 assessed value

· Millage Rate of $80/$1000

· $1920 in revenue
Litigation Map

· http://www.schoolfunding.info/states/state_by_state.php3 

· Equalization

· Robinhood 

· Mandatory Minimum Millage

· State Formulas

· http://www.schoolfunding.info/states/ar/costingout_ar06.php3 

What Does it Cost?

· http://www.schoolfunding.info/states/ar/costingout_ar06.php3 

It certainly isn’t going into teacher salaries…

· Arkansas Teacher Salary Ranges Average Certified Full-Time Employee Salaries 2007-2008 

The Key Question: What to do? 

· And the usual answer… 

Throw Money at It! 

Some Alternative Propositions 
What is NCLB?

· No Child Left Behind

· Amendments to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA)

· Establishes a requirement for nationally approved standards (not yet a single national standard)

· George W. Bush’s intended legacy 

· It will be amended, it’s just a question of how much

Conscious Choice, Man

· School Choice

· Public Choice (Nobel Laureate Milton Freidman) doctrine meets the NEA

· Elements: 

· Interdistrict – “Public School Choice” 

· Statewide funding 

· Compulsory attendance 

Charter Schools 

· Specially authorized (chartered) with own rules and culture.

· Waivers from districts and state requirements, but required to produce and measure student achievement. 

Vouchers

In Kind Aid:  Like Food Stamps and the GI Bill, only different…

· Limited implementation

· Local districts

· Statewide in FL for “failure to improve” schools, some special ed and corporate scholarships

Look at per pupil vs. HA cost sheet.

· “First proposed in 1955 by University of Chicago economist Milton Friedman, private-school vouchers have had a decidedly rocky history and have never fully taken root in U.S. public schools. While the federal government routinely underwrites college students' tuition and fees to attend private colleges and universities, K-12 vouchers are limited to a few scattered programs in cities such as Cleveland, Milwaukee and, in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans. Special-education students in Florida also attend private schools on the public dime, but voters in about a dozen states have rejected voucher proposals over the past few decades.”  USA Today, 5/12/09 

Home Schooling

· Great variance in state requirements

· Arkansas Virtual School

What IS Working: 

· Achievement and graduation rates improve with:

1) High expectations

2) Orderly and disciplined environments

3)An emphasis on basic skills

4) Frequent progress monitoring

5) Teacher parent interaction

6) Agreement on values and norms…

· Dye, 12th ed. page 138 

The Margaret Klein Theory: 

· Unsuccessful School: 

· Successful School: 
Other Policy Issues 

· Lake View v. Huckabee 

· Consolidation

· Football coaches’ salaries

· Teaching to the Test

· School Prayer

· Uniforms

· Longer School Days

· Grade Inflation 

For Thursday 

· Higher Education

· Appealing to Higher Powers

· Religion and the Courts in Schools

Papers

· In class discussion

