


























Megan Harley 
Artist Statement 
 
I recently found a book about myself that I made when I was in Kindergarten. One page therein 
addressed the classic question: what do you want to be when you grow up? I was surprised to 
find that as a Kindergartener, I dreamt of being an artist. This came as a surprise mainly 
because I don’t remember dreaming it; for most of my grade school life I told people that I was 
going to be a writer or an English teacher. It wasn’t until late high school that I began to realize 
how much I loved the visual arts. 
 
I’ve always been extremely creative. My mind works faster with ideas than I can keep up with, 
synthesizing and strategizing different bits of information I’ve collected from books, school, 
nature, faith, relationships, and day-to-day life in general. I’ve also always loved making things 
with my hands. My grandma began teaching me to sew before I could read. My mother taught 
arts and crafts at our summer camp and I loved to rummage through her supplies at home, 
inventing projects for myself and my friends year-round. Growing up I would spend hours 
drawing images out of books I’d found. For school projects, I remember spending 10% of my 
time on the informational content and 90% on decorating the poster it was presented on. And 
yet, I never thought of myself as an artist. I had a variety of other interests which took 
precedence in my life. 
 
When I got to high school, I had to choose between taking art classes or being in the choir. I 
chose art, which surprised some of my friends and teachers. They politely questioned my 
choice. When I took my first art history class in high school, I began to realize the depth of art. I 
think that’s the moment I began to fall in love with it for its richness and potential. But when I 
really fell in love with it was my senior year of high school, during a particularly rough patch in 
my life when I discovered the meditative power of making visual art. I dropped AP Biology to be 
in Painting class: a decision that changed the course of my life. 
 
I wasn’t convinced right away that I ought to pursue art. I came to college telling myself that I 
would study French and any subject besides art, which I had been persuaded to believe wasn’t 
a practical major. But I quickly began to miss creating.  Typical academia just wasn’t cutting it; I 
wanted to work with my hands. I added an art minor. Then, I made it a second major. 
Eventually, I made it my only major. I couldn’t be happier with my choice of career. It took baby 
steps and a lot of small decisions to choose art over other things to arrive right back where, 
according to my Kindergarten self,  I apparently began.  Sometimes we’d do well to remember 
what we were like as children and try to embrace that part of ourselves. 



Megan Harley 
Long Biography 
 
I’ve chosen to become an art teacher because I believe that art is incredibly valuable to 
students. Art and art history tell the story of different peoples throughout time and what 
they’ve valued, the questions they’ve asked, the dreams they’ve had. For students to study this 
and explore art through their own personal creative expressions helps them to ask deeper 
questions about themselves and their place in the world. It helps them to look beyond what lies 
at the surface level and reach for something richer. As Christians, I think we ought to recognize 
the power in this; art has the ability to turn young people into seekers. The Bible teaches us 
that those who seek will find. If we want our students to find God, it makes sense to help them 
become the kinds of people who are seeing past the everyday and looking for something more. 
It prepares the ground for a seed to be planted later. 
 
Art is also valuable in that it teaches young people grit. One of the most important factors in a 
person’s success is their ability to endure difficulties and pick themselves back up again from 
failure. Making art can be extremely difficult. Many people fear it, saying that they “can’t even 
draw a stick figure” or “don’t have a creative bone in their body”.  This reminds me of the way 
that many people fear math, saying that they’re “just bad at it”. But the truth is, you have to be 
bad at difficult things before you can be good at them. Art teaches students to endure long 
projects and see them through to the end, all the while knowing that their work may or may 
not turn out the way they wish it would, and that that’s okay; it’s all a part of learning a new 
skill and learning to let go. 
 
Finally, I believe that art is important to students in that it teaches them to think creatively. 
Creativity is sometimes undervalued and underemphasized in our education system, but in a 
world where most tasks can be outsourced to a computer, the job force is hungry for workers 
who can think critically and creatively and solve problems. What better place to teach creativity 
(which is classified as the highest-tier of thinking skills in Bloom’s Taxonomy) than in the art 
classroom? 
 
Besides all of this, art is just ​fun​, and that’s why I’ve chosen to teach it. I love to roll up my 
sleeves and get my hands dirty working on a new project, and I love the payoff in seeing 
something beautiful that you’ve worked hard on when it’s finally finished, and I hope that I can 
share this fun with my students. 



Megan Harley 

 

Short Biography 

 

I was born in Dayton, Ohio and raised by my mother. From a very young age I have enjoyed 

making things with my hands. Sewing, knitting, and embroidery were some of my first creative 

hobbies. I remember knitting sweaters for my cat when I was in elementary school. I loved to 

draw things out of books that my grandmother had given me. My mother was the craft teacher 

at our summer camp and I played in her supplies year-round. As I grew older my interest in 

drawing grew. As a high schooler, I began taking more serious art classes. I took seven before I 

graduated. After exploring a couple of other options in college, I decided to become an art 

teacher. 



Megan Harley 

 

Career Plan 

 

My plan after graduation is to spend a semester as a substitute teacher. My fiance and I may 

move to Memphis, where I will pursue work as a full-time art teacher or museum employee. 

Eventually I may choose to pursue a master’s degree in library science, educational leadership, 

or printmaking. In the meantime, I would like to pursue side interests such as starting a 

business. 




