A Plea For Integrity
Frank McCown
Computer Science Dept
Harding University
Searcy, Arkansas

Today you begin a new semester. Thisisanopportunity to startanew and to make a concerted effort to livethe
lifethat God has called youto. As part of this new beginning, | askthat you seriously consider makingacademic
integrity a major priority inyour life beginning today.

Academic integrity applies to both facultyand students. It's doingwhat we say we will doand being trustworthy in
all areas, even when it’s not the easiestthing to do. It's being honest and considerate of others and exercisingour
God-given talents to the full. It's providinganacademic environment that emphasizes true learningand
excellence. In essence, it's what being a Christianintheclassroomis allabout.

In my plea for academicintegrity, | want to firstappeal to your practicality. Would youwant to be treated by a
doctor who cheated her way through medical school? Would you be comfortable flyinginanaircraftdesigned by
anengineer who cheated his way through college? How about being defended in court by a lawyer who copied off
someone else’s barexam inorder to practicelaw?

You may be thinking, “Well, of course academicintegrityis importantfor those types of people, but thisisa
programming class...and I’'mnot even a computer sciencemajor!” | suggest thatintegrity isjustasimportantin
this courseasitisinall areasofyourlife. If you don’t show integrityin areas that don’t seem that important, how
will you be able to exerciseintegrity inthe bigger things? If you cannot be trusted with little, how canyou be
trusted with much? (Matthew 25:14-30) Jesus made it very clear that we should be people of integrity, that others
should be ableto trustthat our yes means yes and our no means no. (Matthew 5:37)

A lackofintegrity in one area of your lifecan slowly make its way into other areas if left unchecked. It can affect
your relationship with your boss and coworkers, with your friends, and with your spouseand children. At the very
worst, it can undermine your Christian witness and make a mockery of Christ.

Integrity is something that canonly be achieved by disciplineand practice. It's not always natural. It's usually not
very easy. But it's something that | feel is pivotal to your success here atHardingand later in the workplace.
Without integrity, your educational experienceat Harding becomes nothingbut an exercise in self-deception.

Let's examine some specific ways thatboth you and | candisplayintegrity this semester.

I. Preparation for Class

Academic integrity requires me to come prepared for classsothatl can provideyou a worthwhile academic
experience. Thisrequires thatl:

e prepareor look over my notes that covers the day’s topic,

o identifytricky parts of the lesson that may need more explanation,

o keep the curriculumcurrentby carefully monitoring new technology and trends,

e complete projects and homework that | assign beforel assign them,

e planthe sessionsoitis worth your time to be present.

Academic integrity requires that you also preparefor class so you can make positive contributions to class
discussions. This requires you to:
e read the assigned reading before comingto class,
e identifythe parts of the text that you have trouble understandingand formulate questions that you might
have,
e get proper rest and exercisesoyou are not sleepingduringclass.



Il. In Class

Academic integrity requires me to treat you with respect and do my best to teach effectively. This requires that I:

show up for classunlessI’'munableto do so,

arriveontime, dismissclass ontime, and do not waste class time,

do my best to answer your questions in a timely manner,

never make fun of a question you askor allow others to treat you disrespectfully,
encourage you to participatein classdiscussions, even when you don’t raiseyour hand,
providea compellinglectureand examples that fulfillthelearning objectives,

make you laugh atleastonce. ;-)

Academic integrity requires you to take me and this courseseriouslyandtotreat your fellow students with
respect. This requires you to:

show up for classunlessyou’reunableto do so,

arriveontime so you don’t distractothers,

participatein classdiscussionsand beengaged in what's goingon,

ask questions aboutanything you don’t understand, even if you thinkit might be a “stupid” question,

use your computer only for taking notes or other class-specificpurposes,

respect others by avoidingdistracting behaviors:holding side conversations, using your computer for non-
class purposes,and usingyour phone.

lll. Exams

Inregards to exams, academic integrity requires that|:

do my best to devote adequate class timeto prepare you for the exam,

be availableduring office hours or other arranged times to help you prepare for the exam,
create exam questions that accurately assess your knowledge of the course material,

carefully monitor the exam so that cheaters do not gainanadvantage over honest students,
grade your exams in a timely and careful manner,

devote classtimeto go over the exam so you canunderstand what you missed and why,
provideyou anopportunity to tactfully challengethe way an answer on your exam was graded.

Inregards to exams, academicintegrity requires that you:

come to classhavingdoneyour best to prepare for the exam, including seekingmy helpif you need it,
make full use of the time availableto providethe best answers you can,

avoid usingcheatsheets, copying, etc. inan effort to better your exam score,

do not give help to other students or make it easy for others to copy off of you,

make sureyou understand everything you missed on the exam when we go over itinclass,

askme questions if you do not completely understand why ananswer was marked on your exam.

IV. Homework and Projects

Inregards to homework and projects,academicintegrity requires that|:

create meaningful assignments thatemphasize the material covered inclass and provideyou an
opportunity to learnthe material more completely,

providea clear description of the assignmentso that you know whatis expected of you and what I'll be
looking for when | gradeit,

grade your homework or projectina timely manner and give helpful comments when evaluatingit,
confront you ifl suspectyou have turned inwork that is not entirely your own.



Inregards to homework and projects, academicintegrity requires you to:
e starton your homework or project early enough to ensure that you have enough time to do your best,
e onlybe satisfied when you have turned inyour best work,
e seek onlyappropriatehelp from others (getting an explanation of how something works, not copying
someone’s code),
e turninwork thatisyours and not someone else’s,
e read carefullythrough all comments made on your graded homework or project,
e askme ifthere areany questions you have on how your homework or project was graded,
o give full and proper creditto your sources when appropriate.

V. Final Grades

Inregards to your final grade, academicintegrity requires me to carefully weigh all your grades from the semester,
including other factors that may affect your grade as spelled out in the syllabus, beforeassigninga finalgrade.

Ifyou feel | have made a mistakein how your grade was calculated, you have the responsibility to come to me as
soonas possible, prepared to show why you think I’ve made a mistake.

VI. Failure to Uphold Academic Integrity

| will domy best to liveup to the responsibilities | havejuststated, andifyou think | have failed to do so, please
tactfully confrontme on it. Thisis not onlyyour rightbut alsoyour responsibility. | also havethe responsibility to
confront you when you have failed to uphold the principles of academic integrity. We are tasked with holding
each other accountable.

You arealsoaccountableto your fellowclassmates. This is probably oneofthe most difficultresponsibilities when
upholdingacademicintegrity. If you become aware of academic dishonestyinyour fellow classmate, you should
firstapproachyour friend. This is how Jesus commanded us to treat others who sinagainstus (Matthew 18:15). If

your friendis sorry and recognizes they have done wrong, encourage him or her to admititto me. Ifyou are
unableto confront your friend or your friend is unrepentant, you need to let me know.
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May God bless you this semester as you pursue academic integrity.



