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west Florida, 1450 Merrihue Drive, Naples, Florida 34102, USA
(e-mail: davea@conservancy.org), and MAURA KRAUS, Collier
County Natural Resources Department, 3301 East Tamiami Trail,
Naples, Florida 34112, USA (e-mail: MauraKraus @colliergov.net).

TRIONYX MUTICUS (Smooth Softshell Turtle). FORAGING.
At 1000 h on 24 June 1998, I observed through binoculars 10
softshell turtles, Trionyx muticus and T. spiniferus, in the Cana-
dian River at the NM 419 bridge in San Miguel County, New
Mexico, USA. I hand captured two of the T. muticus, a male 80
mm plastron length and a juvenile female 88 mm plastron length,
in a small (~1 X 3 m), shallow sandbar pool separated from the
main stream by ca. 10 m. Also in the pool were one partially eaten
fresh carcass of a hatchling cliff swallow (Petrochelidon
pyrrhonota), on which the turtles were observed feeding, and two
cliff swallow eggshells. Another freshly killed hatchling cliff swal-
low was on the sand ca. 30 cm from the pool. Trionyx tracks led
from the pool to and around the partially eaten carcass. Both the
hatchlings and eggshells apparently had fallen from the numerous
active cliff swallow mud nests attached to the underside of the
bridge directly above.

Although Terrapene carolina is known to feed on passerine birds
killed at TV towers (Alsop and Wallace 1978. J. Tennessee Acad.
Sci. 53:134), the identified prey in most reports of turtles eating
birds are young waterfowl (Ernst et al. 1994. Turtles of the United
States and Canada. Smithsonian Institution Press, Washington D.C.
578 pp.). Smith (1956. Handbook of Amphibians and Reptiles of
Kansas, Univ. Kansas Mus. Nat. Hist. Misc. Publ. No. 9) stated
that the diet of Trionyx muticus included “perhaps young birds.”
However, Webb (1962. Univ. Kansas Publ. Mus. Nat. Hist. 13:429—
611) thought Smith’s statement erroneous and in fact likely re-
ferred to waterfowl eaten by 7. ferox, as they are known to do
(Webb, op. cit.). Trionyx muticus is known to feed on a large vari-
ety of terrestrial and aquatic invertebrate, vertebrate, and plant
prey (Webb, op. cit.; Plummer and Farrar 1981. J. Herpetol.
15:175-179). For male T. muticus in the Kansas River, >65% of
the diet consisted of terrestrial invertebrates that had fallen into
the water (Plummer and Farrar, op. cit.). Feeding on hatchling
terrestrial birds appears to be yet another expression of the highly
opportunistic feeding behavior of this primarily carnivorous spe-
cies.

I thank Charles Painter for comments on the manuscript.

Submitted by MICHAEL V. PLUMMER, Department of Bi-

ology, Box 12251, Harding University, Searcy, Arkansas 72149,
USA.
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ALLIGATOR MISSISSIPPIENSIS (American Alligator). WIN-
TER MORTALITY. Restoration of the American alligator within
its presumed historical range in Arkansas began following its pro-
tection in 1972 and extended through the early 1980s (Arkansas
Game and Fish Commission [AGFC], unpublished data). Approxi-
mately 2800 alligators were released into 42 Arkansas counties,
producing an enhanced species range (see Conant and Collins.
1991. Reptiles and Amphibians of Eastern and Central North
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America. Third Edition. Houghton Mifflin Co., Bostor
chusetts. 616 pp.) that far exceeds the currently-depict
distribution in the state (Ross and Ernst 1994. Cat. Am
Rept. 600.1-600.14).

On 17 March 2001, at ca. 1630 h, an adult
mississippiensis measuring 312 cm in length was found d
the riparian zone of Buffalo Slough, a tributary of the Ca
2.4 km SW of Egypt (T14N, R1E, S14), Craighead C
kansas, USA. This location lies at the northwestern extr
species’ range in the United States (Conant and Collin
The alligator, discovered by two local youths (Joey G
Tim Lamb), was reported to an AGFC wildlife offr
Wilkins) who immediately transported the specimen t
State University within the same county. The specir
had begun necrosis but exhibited no external wounds‘
decay, was placed in a freezer at the Department of
Sciences at 2030 h. AGFC biologist Sam Barkley (
volved with the alligator restocking program and wh
the specimen), stated that this alligator was not one of
juvenile specimens released in this part of the staté?. I
the animal died from exposure during a flooding episc
sequent cold snap that occurred in the area one wed
discovery. This alligator represents the largest specit
ported from northeastern Arkansas.

The alligator was deposited into the Arkansas Stat
Museum of Zoology herpetological collection (ASU
We thank Sam Barkley for allowing us to salvage the
for providing insight into its demise.
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PALEOSUCHUS TRIGONATUS (Schneider’s Sn
Caiman) NESTING. Natural history and nesting p:
est-dwelling caimans is remarkably lacking due to
of finding and studying these animals in their remo
this contribution we document the characteristics,
and hatching of a Paleosuchus trigonatus nest fc
Tiputini River in the Ecuadorian Amazon Basin.

The nest was discovered serendipitously on 30 Se
while walking in a sector of terra firme forest at le:
from the main river and 4.5 m from a shallow strear
The nest was at the base of a tree that had a broke
ducing a gap in the canopy. This resulted in the nes!
under ca. 82% canopy coverage in the area that rec
direct sunlight.

The nest was built with decomposing leaf litter, s
and soil. Small roots were found throughout, indica
not recently constructed. The nest was of typical si:
with a diameter of 1.40 m, and a height of 39 cm."’
ber was located in the center of the leaf pile and w
22 cm wide, and 31 cm deep at its deepest point.
tained 16 fertile eggs that were on average 68.65
43.61 +0.61 cm wide and 73.75 £ 3.11 g in weight




